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Ever since she was a little girl selling hand-painted rocks out the front of her house, 
Leah Musch has loved sharing beautiful things. Now she is doing that every day with 
her whimsical fashion store The Happy Cabin.

On a sleepy street in West End, there is a shop. Hand-sewn clothes hang from racks crafted 
out of tree branches. Coloured bunting drapes the walls. Light spills from antique lamps 
nestled in the corners. Tucked in between an otherwise unremarkable row of stores on 
Vulture Street, The Happy Cabin is just like the images its name conjures up in the mind–a 
warm, peaceful, wood-like world filled with beautiful hand-crafted items.

From an early age The Happy Cabin’s owner Leah Musch showed a love for creativity and 
conversation. “I was a very chatty child and just loved interacting with people,” she says. 
“Even when I was young, I used to always make things just to try and sell them.  I remember 
I painted rocks with nail polish.  I painted them gold and tried to sell them out the front of my 
house. Any situation where I could be making and talking, I was happy.”

Born in Sydney, Leah moved to Brisbane at the age of eight. While in her teens, she began 
working in fashion stores in the city, slowly gathering the retail skills which would become 
instrumental in her conception of The Happy Cabin. “I actually have not studied business or 
fashion,” Leah laughs, looking around her store with a quiet pride. “I pretty much went off all 
I’d learned from my different jobs over the years–what I liked, how to put things together and 
how to suggest things to people so that they find something that they like.”



However, the idea for The Happy Cabin truly began developing while Leah Musch was on a 
whirlwind trip to Europe. After falling in love with a boy she had met at a bar in Brisbane, 
Leah followed him to England, to a little town called Corby. While there she took occasional 
day trips to London, where she saw boutique art and fashion shops unlike anything she had 
found in Brisbane.

After returning home, Leah was wandering through a street in the city one day when she 
stopped in front of an empty shop space. As she stood and gazed at it, she began to furnish it 
in her mind with clothes and knick knacks, imagining a store of her own in that little empty, 
cobwebbed space. “Ever since I got back from England, I’d been thinking I’d really like to 
have my own store,” she reminisces. “And then I saw the empty shop space and I couldn’t let 
the idea go.  So from that point on, I just looked at what it would take.  I looked at bank loans 
and started thinking about what brands I’d stock.  It was just seeing that empty shop.  I’d 
filled it in my head almost from that moment.”

And so the dream for The Happy Cabin began evolving. Leah looked around her now home-
town of Brisbane and saw increasingly the lack of stores supporting small-time designers 
from both Brisbane and abroad, as well as those offering realistically-priced pieces to local 
customers.  “There was a gap for things that were affordable and still kind of boutique,” she 
says, remembering her restlessness on returning home from England. “A lot of the boutique 
pieces were really, really expensive.  There wasn’t anything in the middle.”

Leah began searching for a space for her shop, knowing immediately that she wanted the 
store to be in the suburb of West End. “I just wanted to make something that was unique,” 
she says. “And I really wanted it to be in West End because there was really nothing else like 
it around here. Plus I thought that the community would get it, you know–and they have.  I 
feel like a lot of the success is because the community of West End has supported us.”

While scouring the streets of West End, Leah stumbled across a white-walled, white-floored 
space sandwiched between two other shops. She knew at once that it was the home for her 
store. From there she began asking around for bank loans, a search which proved to be 
initially fruitless.  “It was very difficult because I was 21 and no one wanted to give me any 
money,” she admits.  “That was probably the hardest part. And I had nothing to go off, I had 
nothing but thinking of what I wanted to do.  So I had to convince people.”

Once the loan was finally approved and the lease for the store was secured, the shop began to 
develop rapidly from an empty, echoing space to the boutique from Leah’s imagination. “I 
had quite a good idea of what I wanted the store to look like already, just from things that I 
liked,” she says. “Then my dad and my boyfriend helped paint.  We went to second hand 
stores and got ladders and just as many kind of rustic things as we could find.  We did it 
really, really cheaply and I think it came together well.”

Above all, Leah wanted a space reminiscent of a cabin in the woods. “I think I’ve always 
loved the cold,” she says. “And I was a Scout when I was a kid and so I loved the idea of 
cabins in the woods.  It was something I always really liked.  I have good memories of it.”

As soon as the store was decorated Leah began looking for clothing, shoes and knick knacks 
to fill the newly-made racks. Each item was carefully selected, impeccably made and
affordable. Leah also ensured that she chose items predominantly from small-time designers, 
particularly those from Brisbane city. “I think that it’s good to be able to say, ‘This came 



from the girl that lives just down the street,’” she says. “It’s really nice to have local things 
in, because then you have the story behind these people.”

Once opened, the shop blossomed almost immediately.  A warm, homey space with boutique 
clothing of a kind rarely seen in Brisbane, The Happy Cabin was something entirely new and 
captivating.  “I was never really concerned,” Leah admits. “It kind of has always just gone 
upwards. It keeps getting busier the more people learn about the store.”

As the store has grown in popularity, Leah has been kept busy making sure that the items 
featured are always fresh, “It’s hard because you have to keep ordering things to keep people 
interested,” she says, fingering the soft fabric of a dress folded on the counter in front of her. 
“You’re always looking for different things–but that’s part of the fun.”

With the store continuing to flourish, Leah Musch has attracted further attention by subletting 
the alley-like space next to The Happy Cabin to local barista Ollie, who has transformed it 
into a tiny, golden-lit café. “It’s a good combination of coffee and fashion,” she smiles.

In addition to the café, Leah has organised several small events in the space next to The 
Happy Cabin, including a pop-up barber shop, and small acoustic gigs at the café, all 
spreading the word of the store next door.

Leah’s father, Bert Musch, has been instrumental in seeing The Happy Cabin transition from 
being a dream to being a reality. “The shop is brilliant insofar as it’s very different to 
anything else that’s around,” he says, smiling proudly at his daughter as he speaks. 
“Supporting Leah was really working through the business plan at the start and making sure 
that we were comfortable that it would be a success over time.  And it’s actually been better 
than what we thought.”

Local designer Lesley Denny of June July Creative is just one of several budding artists who 
has received support from Leah and The Happy Cabin. “The Happy Cabin is such a homey 
little place,” Lesley comments warmly on the boutique. “Leah takes a lot of care in hand-
picking local designers to feature in store.  She’s a switched on lady, so you know you’re 
getting quality. There’s such an abundance of creativity in Brisbane–it’s so amazing to
finally have a local store out there batting for local designs.”

Leah has not regretted opening The Happy Cabin in Brisbane, seeing the boundless
opportunities for innovation and creativity in the rapidly bourgeoning city. Leah comments, 
“You can really be a big fish in a small pond here.  You can make anything and it hasn’t 
really been done yet.  There’s less to compete with.”

This is just the beginning for The Happy Cabin, however, as Leah Musch is in the process of 
developing an online store. “If I can find a way to expand the online store that would be 
good, as there’s quite a demand for it,” Leah says. “But I’m not very good at online stuff, so I 
think that the more people I can get on board the better.”

As Leah speaks, she glances around at the store, taking in proudly each detail of the beautiful, 
cosy shop she created from scratch. “Hopefully people will continue to visit us and have a 
coffee next door and have a look around. The shop smells delicious and I think it’s definitely 
an experience coming in here.  They just have to come in.  Try it for themselves.”


